
Our TÜRSAB Mobile Application is online! It has been applied as a part of our Association’s Digital 
Transformation and will enable you to access our TÜRSAB services in the easiest and fastest way. 

You may easily access many of our services for our members and consumers, such as TÜRSAB 
Online, TÜRSAB KART, license plate inquiry, plate status notification, Digital Verification System,

QR Code Verification, and member agency inquiry, via your mobile devices, and practically perform 
your transactions.

You can download our TÜRSAB Mobile Application, which will provide benefits to our members and 
users, to your mobile devices free of charge via the links below. 

Click to download the application for free.

WITH TÜRSAB 
MOBILE 

APPLICATION, 
ALL YOUR 

TRANSACTIONS 
ARE AT YOUR 

FINGERTIPS 

TÜRSAB AGENCY SOFTWARE
The “TÜRSAB Agency Software” continues to be used to enable our travel agencies to easily carry out their 
business, maintain customer inventories, and quickly organize tour programs. Our agencies can now easily 

access the reservation, reporting, and customer information program via the internet through mobile devices and 
computers, free of charge.

The TÜRSAB Agency Software can be used by obtaining an agency code through TÜRSAB Online from the 
website www.tursabyazilim.org. 

For more detailed information, please visit: https://www.tursab.org.tr/.../uyelerimiz-50-yilimiza-ozel 

THE WORLD FULL OF ADVANTAGES OF TÜRSAB CARD 
IS WAITING FOR YOU!

You are invited to the advantageous world of TÜRSAB CARD, with increasing opportunities every day, ranging 
from fuel to clothing, food and beverage to vehicle services, white goods to foreign language courses. You can 

visit our website to take advantage of the privileges of TÜRSAB CARD, apply for TÜRSAB CARD, and get detailed 
information about discounts. After your application, you can start using your virtual card immediately without 

waiting for your physical card to be delivered.

For detailed information on campaign terms and free TÜRSAB CARD application,
please visit www.tursab.org.tr/tursab-card.

TTI HEALTH HEALTH TOURISM FAIR WILL MEET ITS VISITORS
FOR THE FIRST TIME THIS YEAR IN FUARİZMİR

Thanks to the achievements of our country in the field of health in recent years and the valuable 
physicians and health institutions we have, the Health Tourism sector has gained a serious 

momentum. We are setting out with a brand new fair in order to highlight and support the work done 
in Turkey for health tourism, which is developing all over the world. 

Simultaneously with the 17th TTI IZMIR International Tourism Trade Fair and Congress,
the 1st TTI Health Health Tourism Fair is preparing to open its doors at fuarizmir on December 7-9, 2023.

https://www.tursabfuarcilik.com.tr/ 

TTI OUTDOOR 3RD CAMPING, 
CARAVAN, BOAT, OUTDOOR 

AND EQUIPMENT FAIR IN 
DECEMBER

TTI Outdoor 3rd Camping, Caravan, Boat, 
Outdoor and Equipment Fair will take place 
at Fuarizmir between 7-10 December 2023.

Click here for detailed information.

https://www.ttioutdoor.com.tr/ 
https://www.tursabfuarcilik.com.tr/ 

TTI IZMIR 17TH 

INTERNATIONAL TOURISM 
TRADE FAIR AND 

CONGRESS WILL OPEN ITS 
DOORS

ON DECEMBER 7-9, 2023
Start traveling the world here. 

TTI Izmir International Tourism Trade Fair 
and Congress will open its doors for the 

17th time on December 7-9, 2023.
https://www.ttiizmir.com.tr/ 

https://www.tursabfuarcilik.com.tr/ 

1ST ISTANBUL BALKAN TOURISM EXCHANGE FAIR ON SEPTEMBER 
20-22 AT LÜTFİ KIRDAR INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS AND 

EXHIBITION PALACE
Hosted by Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality and organized by TÜRSAB Fuarcılık Hizmetleri A.Ş. with 
the main support of TÜRSAB and in cooperation with IBB Kültür A.Ş., the 1st Istanbul Balkan Tourism 

Exchange Fair will bring tourism professionals and visitors together at Lütfi Kırdar International 
Convention and Exhibition Center between 20-22 September 2023. The 1st Istanbul Balkan Tourism 

Exchange Fair, which will be organized in Istanbul, one of the important milestones with its 
contributions to the development of tourism vision in Turkey and its values, will create a brand new 

resource for the sector and increase the opportunities for sectoral cooperation.

For detailed information about participation in the fair;

Elif AĞFALOĞLU / Sales Director
Tel: +90 549 837 56 52 

e-mail: elif.agfaloglu@tursab.org.tr 

Yusuf MİLLİ / Sales Representative
Tel: +90 549 833 95 29 

e-mail: yusuf.milli@tursab.org.tr 
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 “TÜRSAB WHATSAPP LIVE SUPPORT LINE” OPENED FOR USE
Our new communication channel, which will enable our members to make all their transactions in 

the easiest and fastest way by connecting to our relevant unit via WhatsApp, has been launched. 
In order to benefit from TÜRSAB’s new application, you can contact us via WhatsApp by saving our 

number to your phones.

TÜRSAB WhatsApp Live Support Line

+90 (549) 456 10 10
Click here for immediate access.

https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=905494561010&text=Merhaba

BASIC AND ADVANCED GDS TRAINING WILL BE ORGANIZED 
FOR OUR TRAVEL AGENCY EMPLOYEES IN COOPERATION WITH 

TÜRSAB - TRAVELPORT
In cooperation with TÜRSAB - Travelport, basic and advanced GDS training will be provided to 

travel agency employees. Trainings will be held on August 7-8-9, 2023 (Basic Level) and September 
4-5-6, 2023 (Advanced Level) at TÜRSAB Central Office Building. 

The quota for participation in the training is limited and applications will be received via https://
akademi.tursab.org.tr. After the evaluation, participation information will be sent to the candidates 

who are entitled to participate in the training.

For detailed information; https://www.tursab.org.tr/announcements/announcement-about-the-gds-
training-organized-in-cooperation-with-tursab-academy-travelport 

ANNOUNCEMENT ON SAUDI ARABIA INTRODUCTION DAYS EVENT
Between 24 - 28 July 2023, “Saudi Arabia Promotion Days Event” will be organized in 5 cities with 

presentations in Turkish.
Our members who want to participate in the event in question must fill out the participation form 

on our website until 20.07.2023 at 17.00.
For detailed information; https://www.tursab.org.tr/announcements/announcement-on-saudi-

arabia-promotion-days-event 

APPLICATION WAS MADE TO THE PRESIDENCY FOR THE 
CANCELLATION OF THE ACCRUAL OF THE 2023 DUES OF OUR 
TRAVEL AGENCIES OPERATING IN THE EARTHQUAKE ZONE

Under Law No. 1618, we are obliged to notify our travel agencies on a quarterly basis for the accrued 
dues balances.

As it is known, an application has been made to the Presidency for the cancellation of the 2023 
dues accrual for our travel agencies operating in the earthquake zone.

Our members will be informed separately based on the response from the Presidency.

CHANGE IN THE VISITING HOURS OF THE GARDEN AND RIHTIM 
SECTION OF BEYLERBEYI PALACE WAS ANNOUNCED

In the letter sent to our Association BY the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey National 
Palaces Administration of the Directorate of Museology and Promotion Department regarding 

the Visiting Hours of Beylerbeyi Palace Garden and Dock Section;
In line with the Procedures and Principles for Visiting, Allocation, Archive, Research and 

Image Taking in the Palaces, Mansions, Pavilions, Museums and Historical Factories within the 
Presidency of the Republic of Turkey National Palaces Administration, it was reported that the 

Garden and Dock Section of Beylerbeyi Palace will be open to visitors until 22:00 on Fridays 
and Saturdays from July 15, 2023 until September 9, 2023.

THE RECEPTION ORGANIZED ON THE OCCASION OF VENEZUELA 
NATIONAL DAY WAS HELD AT ISTANBUL PERA PALACE HOTEL

The reception organized by the Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela on the occasion 
of Venezuela National Day was held on Thursday, July 13, 2023 at Pera Palace Hotel in Istanbul.

The reception held with the participation of His Excellency Ambassador Jose Bracho and Consul 
General Lissett Hernandez was attended by Yıldırım Taş, Board Member representing our Chairman 

Firuz B. Bağlıkaya.
The Venezuelan Delegation conveyed their request to come together with TÜRSAB for mutual 

cooperation to develop tourism.

MONTHLY MEETING OF THE HIGHWAY, TRANSPORTATION, 
TRANSPORT AND VEHICLE LEASING SPECIALIZATION 

PRESIDENCY WAS HELD
The monthly meeting of the Highway, Transportation, Transport and Vehicle Leasing Specialization 

Presidency was held on July 13, 2023 in hybrid format. The agenda items of the meeting were;
The latest situation and measures taken in pirate transportation and document rental, parking 
problems and reception areas at Istanbul and Sabiha Gökçen Airports, D2 and A1 authorization 

certificates and the update in the records of electric vehicles and the rates of rental and self-owned 
vehicles, the current situation and comparisons in Istanbul and other tourism centers and the 

determination of the agenda and visits to the institutions.

OUR BOARD MEMBER YILDIRIM TAŞ PARTICIPATED IN THE EVENT 
ORGANIZED BY BUSINESS WORLD MAGAZINE IN TURKEY

Our Board Member Yıldırım Taş met with Mr. Şekib Avdagiç, President of Istanbul Chamber of 
Commerce (ITO), at an event organized by Business in Turkey Magazine.

Current issues related to the tourism sector were discussed at the event.

GDS TRAINING WILL BE ORGANIZED IN ANKARA IN COOPERATION 
WITH TÜRSAB-SABRE

In cooperation with TÜRSAB - Sabre, basic and advanced GDS training will be provided for the new 
workforce for travel agency staff who want to be included in the ticketing department. Trainings 
will be held in Ankara on August 7-8-9-10, 2023 as Basic Level and Advanced Level in September.

Participation in the training has a limited quota and applications will be received via
https://akademi.tursab.org.tr. After the evaluation, participation information will be sent to the 

candidates who are entitled to participate in the training.

For detailed information; https://www.tursab.org.tr/announcements/announcement-about-the-gds-
training-organized-in-cooperation-with-tursab-academy-sabre 

TÜRSAB SOUTH MARMARA RRB PRESIDENT MURAT SARAÇOĞLU 
TOOK PART IN MUDANYA FLAVOR FESTIVAL AS A SPEAKER
Murat Saraçoğlu, President of TÜRSAB South Marmara Regional Representative Board, 

participated as a speaker at the Mudanya Taste Festival hosted by Mudanya Mayor Mr. Hayri 
Türkyılmaz. Saraçoğlu gave information about the importance of local cuisines in tourism 

and the latest trends in the world in this context in the interview on “Mudanya’s Gastronomy 
Potential and its Impact on Tourism”.

STATEMENT ON TUREB NOTICE
The letter dated 11/07/2023 published by TUREB was received with regret by our members.
In its letter sent to the professional chambers, TUREB briefly states that “they have requested an 
increase in the base fees for 2023, the Ministry has not accepted this increase within the scope of the 
provisions of the legislation, but as TUREB, they have determined the new fees as a recommendation 
and this recommendation should be communicated to all guides”.

The opinions of our Association on the issue of “base wage”, which has once again come to the agenda 
with TUREB’s letter, are well known by the public. As everyone who is familiar with the dynamics of the 
tourism economy agrees on, it is unfair that tourist guides to be assigned by travel agencies on tours, 
regardless of factors such as the nature of the tour, the nature of the group, etc., are charged a fee 
under the name of “base wage”, which is more than the profit obtained by travel agencies, which take 
commercial risks, undertake serious costs and put forth the knowledge and experience of a large 
team, and which is extremely high compared to the conditions of the country. 

Moreover, it is an unacceptable approach to circumvent the law under the name of “advisory fee” in 
the already unfair and exorbitant “base fee” practice without warning about the widespread practice 
that tourist guides, who are not satisfied with such a high base fee and who sometimes earn more 
income than the travel agency in a tour prepared with great efforts without any investment, do not 
even issue self-employment receipts in return for these incomes.

Problems such as the inability to find guides for tours for Turkish citizens and the problem of “Turkish 
Guides” are among the most important issues that need to be resolved as soon as possible. In 2019, 
we remind once again below our opinions, evaluations and demands shared by our Association with 
the Ministry and the public, and we expect the amendment of the Tourist Guide Profession Law No. 
6326 prepared by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism to be realized.

TÜRSAB OPINIONS ON THE TOURIST GUIDING PROFESSION LAW 
NUMBERED 6326

Law No. 6326 needs to be addressed in many aspects; in terms of legal technique, content, concepts 
and most importantly tourism realities and needs in a way to improve the “Tourist Guiding Profession”. 
Below are TÜRSAB’s suggestions regarding some provisions of Law No. 6326 that directly affect the 
travel agency profession and sectoral practices, which, if changed, will provide significant convenience 
in practices and progress in the tourism economy.

1. Replacing the expression “Provided that it is not a travel agency activity ...” at the beginning of the 
definition of “Tourist Guiding Service” in subparagraph (ı) of paragraph 1 of Article 2 with the expression 
“Depending on a travel agency ...” will eliminate the perception that the guiding profession “can be 
done alone” in the current situation and make the definition in accordance with the purpose and spirit 
of the law.

2. The requirement of passing a foreign language exam for admission to the profession of guidance 
is meaningless in terms of guidance services provided to Turkish-speaking people within Turkey and 
causes difficulties in the supply of guides in the domestic tourism movement. For this reason, Tourist 
Guidance departments of universities are required to;

a. Regionalization of two-year department graduates REGION-BASED
b. Four-year program graduates’ COUNTRY BASED
c. Among master’s degree graduates, those with a bachelor’s degree in art history or archaeology – 
COUNTRY BASED

It should be ensured that they start their profession as Tourist Guides. The requirement of passing 
the foreign language exam within 5 years can be imposed on guides with a national kokart entering 
the profession as Turkish tourist guides.

3. It will be important to ensure that the base fee for Turkish guide services is 35% below the foreign 
language guide fee for regional guides and 25% below the foreign language guide fee for national 
guides.

4. It should be ensured that guides cannot accept work that starts or takes place outside the 
jurisdiction of the chamber in which they are registered.

5. The activities in which guides are obliged to be present should be redefined, guiding services should 
be compulsory for museums and ruins, and guides should not be required for transfer activities to 
these places. In particular, activities such as trekking, cycling tours, Turkish nights, rafting, and other 
activities that do not include elements such as city trips in their programs should not require a guide.

6. The exams and trips, which are compulsory for entry to the profession of guide, should be required 
by law to be held regularly every year, especially to meet the needs in rare languages, and should be 
carried out by the Ministry upon the request of TÜRSAB.

7. Paragraph 1 of Article 4 of the Law stipulates that the profession shall be performed as self-
employment or in accordance with the Labor Law. However, it is known that although guides are 
self-employed, they do not issue self-employment receipts and collect their fees through expense 
receipts issued by travel agencies. This leads to serious problems for travel agencies and causes 
them to be unfairly penalized in terms of SSI legislation. This problem will be solved by adding the 
provision “In case the profession is performed as a self-employment, a self-employment receipt shall 
be issued for the guidance fee.” to the 1st paragraph of Article 4.

8. The regulation in paragraph 7 of Article 7 of the Law allows the chambers of guides to inspect 
the activities of travel agencies on their own and to be assisted by law enforcement officers in this 
process. Arrangements should be made to ensure that the audits of travel agencies related to guides 
can be carried out together with TÜRSAB or the Ministry, and guide chambers should be prevented 
from auditing travel agency activities.
 
We respectfully submit for the information of our members and the public.

PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
FİRUZ BAĞLIKAYA ATTENDED THE FOREIGN ECONOMIC 

RELATIONS BOARD (DEIK) MEETING
Our President Firuz Baglıkaya attended the Foreign Economic Relations Board (DEIK) Meeting.
In the meeting attended by Minister of Trade Mr. Ömer Bolat and DEİK members, consultations 

were held to increase the competitiveness of the business world in the international arena.

OUR PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND TUGEV VICE 
PRESIDENT FİRUZ BAĞLIKAYA ATTENDED THE 23RD GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OF THE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION 

FOUNDATION (TUGEV)
The 23rd General Assembly of the Tourism Development and Education Foundation (TUGEV) 

was hosted by Istanbul Chamber of Commerce and TUGEV - ICVB President Mr. Şekib Avdagiç on 
Wednesday, July 12. Mr. Firuz Bağlıkaya, President of the Board of Directors and Vice President of 

TUGEV, also took part in the meeting.
During the meeting, evaluations were made to gradually develop the existing potential of Türkiye 

and Istanbul tourism and to increase the contribution of our tourism sector to the national economy.
We would like to congratulate Mr. Şekib Avdagiç, who was once again elected as the Chairman of 

the Board of Directors of TUGEV, Firuz Bağlıkaya and Bahadır Yaşık, who continued to serve as Vice 
Chairmen, and the Board of Directors of TUGEV.

ANNOUNCEMENT ON THE INFORMATION OFFICER EXAM
The application, exam dates and conditions for the Information Officer Legislation Exam,
Foreign Language Exam and Foreign Language Interview to be held in accordance with

Article 46 and following articles of the Travel Agencies Regulation have been announced. Exam 
applications will start on July 10, 2023 and will end on August 9, 2023 at 23:59.

For details; https://www.tursab.org.tr/announcements/announcement-about-the-information-officer-
legislation-exam 

BASIC AND ADVANCED GDS TRAINING WILL BE HELD FOR 
TRAVEL AGENCY EMPLOYEES IN COOPERATION WITH

TÜRSAB - TRAVELPORT
In cooperation with TÜRSAB - Travelport, basic and advanced GDS training will be given to travel 

agency employees. Trainings will be held on August 7-8-9, 2023 (Basic Level) and September 4-5-6, 
2023 (Advanced Level) at TÜRSAB Headquarters Building.

The quota for participation in the training is limited and applications will be received via https://
akademi.tursab.org.tr. After the evaluation, participation information will be sent to the candidates 

who are entitled to participate in the training.
For detailed information; https://www.tursab.org.tr/announcements/announcement-about-the-gds-

training-organized-in-cooperation-with-tursab-academy-travelport 

ASSOCIATION OF TURKISH TRAVEL AGENCIES
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LAST WEEK

BTK BAŞKANLARI İLE SON DURUM
This week, Egemen Aydın, President of the 
Thrace Regional Representative Board, was 
the guest of our “BTK” Başkanları ile Son 
Durum program, which was broadcast with the 
presentation of our Media and Communication 
Manager Serkan Tahmaz.
 
Our program, which evaluated the tourism 
activity in Edirne, TÜRSAB’s Edirne Contact 
and Audit Office and the impact of Edirne’s 
rich cuisine on tourism, was broadcast live on 
TÜRSAB TV on Wednesday, July 12 at 14.00.

THIS WEEK

İLKER ÜNSEVER İLE TURİZM 
HUKUKU
In our “İlker Ünsever ile “Turizm Hukuku 
program, where TÜRSAB Chief Legal Advisor 
Attorney İlker Ünsever answers questions 
about tourism law, the agenda items of travel 
agencies and tourism sector are discussed 
from a legal perspective.
‘Tourism Law with İlker Ünsever’, where you can 
submit your questions live on Facebook and 
YouTube, is on TÜRSAB TV on Thursday, June 
20 at 14.00.
 You can watch TÜRSAB TV live on our website 
and YouTube channel.
www.youtube.com/tursabtv 
www.tursab.org.tr/tv 

CLICK TO WATCH 
THE VIDEO

https://apps.apple.com/tr/app/t%C3%BCrsab/id1595191104?l=tr
https://play.google.com/store/apps/dev?id=5056726413836450614
http://www.tursab.org.tr
https://www.facebook.com/tursaborgtr
https://www.instagram.com/tursaborgtr
https://www.youtube.com/tursabtv
https://tr.linkedin.com/company/tursaborgtr
https://twitter.com/tursaborgtr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8NHD2jtK7C4

